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Course Description 

• The course will involve extensive reading in terms of current events, the history of journalism, present 

practices, and likely futures of the field in regard to Social Media.   

• Students will also write on a daily basis. This will include informal writing and in response to readings, 

and formal writing, producing a variety of reporting in preparing the students for future involvement 

with the various Bel Air High School Student Publications. 

• Students will be expected to conduct interviews with people outside of this class to gather information 

for stories.   

• The ultimate goal of each Journalism I student should be to selected to be on the staff of The Bellarion 

and/or El Adios. 

• This class is a prerequisite for both Publications. 

• Finally, students will be expected to interact through participation in whole class discussions of news 

topics, working in small groups, and informally assisting one another in various aspects of news 

production. 

 

Course Objectives 

The course learning objectives involve acquiring a substantial amount of background knowledge that can be 

brought to bear on current events, becoming a more informed consumer of news, and improving as a writer, 

reader, and thinker through practice and guidance. By the end of the year  all students should be able to: 

• Utilize proper grammar and mechanics to produce an error free writing sample 

• Distinguish between various kinds of reporting 

• Access and use various resources to further understanding on contemporary issues 

• Understand the usage of Social Media as a means to deliver your story to as many readers as possible 

• Write a basic news article using the inverted pyramid method of news reporting 

• Articulate an opinion on a current event in an editorial 

• Use a feature article to provide several perspectives on an event or topic 

• Conduct an interview both in person and through email 

 

Materials 

REQUIRED:  

• HCPS Issued Laptop (fully charged each day) 

• Pen/pencil  

• Paper  

• Login/password information for Itslearning and other digital tools 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

• Earbuds/Headphones 



Textbooks 

• Readings will be drawn from a variety print and online of sources throughout the year. 

 

HCPS Grading Policy 

 

Examples of Product, Process, and Practice 

PRODUCT (50%) 

Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 

Addressing Specific  

Short-Term 

Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 

Building Attitudes,  

Habits, and Skills 

Does it measure how well 

students achieved specific 

learning goals, standards, 

and/or competencies? 

Does it provide feedback to 

students regarding growth 

towards the attainment of 

specific learning goals, 

standards and competencies? 

Does it allow students to 

practice skills and/or reinforce 

content learning? 

• Primarily completed in 

presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Primarily completed in 

presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Graded for completion and 

participation 

 

Absent Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods equal to the 

number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments without penalty.  

Late Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time in order to earn full credit. Any assignment, (product, process, or 

practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction from the grade a student earns on the 

assignment. In order to earn credit for late assignments, students must submit assignments by the end of the day 

on Wednesday (except for the last week of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only 

able to submit assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated 

HAC update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in HAC to include a 

statement about the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the assignment. 

Grading Window Designated HAC Update Late Work Due Date 

September 8- September 24 September 24 September 29 

September 27- October 13 October 13 October 20 

October 14- October 29 October 29 November 5 (Friday) 

November 8- November 19 November 19 November 24 

November 22- December 10 December 10 December 15 

December 13- January 13 January 13 January 21 (Friday) 

January 24- February 11 February 11 February 16 

February 14- February 25 February 25 March 2 

February 28- March 11 March 11 March 16 

March 14- March 25 March 25 March 31 (Thursday) 

April 1- April 22 April 22 April 27 

April 25- May 6 May 6 May 11 

May 11- May 20 May 20 May 25  

 

 



Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is taking responsibility for the quality and completion of one's own work.  Academic 

dishonesty is taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own.  Students at Bel Air High School are 

responsible for knowing what is considered to be Academic Dishonesty and the subsequent consequences.  

More information can be found in the BAHS Student Planner. 

 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 

• Be prompt. 

• Be prepared. 

• Be polite. 

• Be a participant. 

 

Cell Phone Policy 

• Students will place their cellphones in a teacher designated area as they enter each classroom. Teachers 

will review with students the specific location for each room.  The phones will remain in the teacher 

designated area unless teachers explicitly tell students to take out the phones for instructional use.  

• Cellphones will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom visits, assemblies and trips to the 

nurse/counseling office/main office.  

• Cellphones will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of class at the direction of the 

teacher.  

• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch.  Students are not 

permitted to make phone calls during school hours.  

• If the cell phone policy is violated, it is a referable offense.    

A Final Note 

Students are always welcome to stop in room B112 before or after school if they need help with an 

assignment.  Also, it is asked if a student is to miss a class due to a sport, field trip, doctor’s 

appointment, etc., they are to get the assignments ahead of time.  This can easily be accomplished via 

It’s Learning.    If a student is absent, it is also asked for the student to get the missed work on the day 

on It’s Learning so that they may be prepared for the next class. 

 

 


